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Silver Spring, MD  20902









July 17, 2009
Laura McCormack

Montgomery County Department of Environmental Protection

Watershed Management Division

255 Rockville Pike, Suite 120

Rockville, MD  20850

Dear Ms. McCormack,

Please find the enclosed summary of information about Sligo Creek’s water quality between 2005 and 2009.  This is Friends of Sligo Creek’s reply to the Department of Environmental Protection’s request for stream monitoring data.  Thank you very much for making this request and allowing citizens a chance to tell what they have seen regarding Montgomery County streams.

Sligo Creek has its headwaters in the Wheaton area and flows through Silver Spring, Takoma Park, and West Hyattsville before entering the Northwest Branch of the Anacostia River.  A new U.S. Geological Stream gage funded by Montgomery County on Sligo Creek at Takoma Park will allow for much valuable information to be learned in the future.  Friends of Sligo Creek (http://www.fosc.org) is an all volunteer citizens organization founded in 2001 to help restore and preserve Sligo Creek.   It has active programs in several areas including rain garden installation, invasive plant removal, trash cleanups, water quality monitoring, storm drain marking, and watershed and stormwater advocacy.   For more information, I can be reached by email at mike78smith@hotmail.com.









Sincerely yours,









Mike Smith









Friends of Sligo Creek









water quality committee chairperson
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July 17, 2009
Sligo Creek in Montgomery County

Water Quality Summary 2005-2009
Summary:

It is believed that the water quality information collected by Friends of Sligo Creek between 2005-2009 shows that despite the valiant efforts of Montgomery County, during this period Sligo Creek remained in poor condition over its entire length in Montgomery County because of stormwater impacts.
Bacteria:  
As part of the requirements of a legal consent decree, in March 2007 the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission began periodic monitoring of area streams including Sligo Creek for fecal bacteria levels including source tracking.   One Sligo Creek site is monitored seasonally, the other is monitored bi-annually.  The recorded bacteria levels found at the Sligo Creek sites have been higher than the Maryland state standard of 151 count per 100 mL for infrequent body contact recreation in seven of twelve tests.   These seven instances are colored in red below.  

	Date
	Sligo Upstream Site Ranking
	Fecal Bacteria Results
Enterococcus CFU/100mL
	Sligo Downstream Site Ranking
	Fecal Bacteria Results
Enterococcus CFU/100mL

	November 19th, 2008
	N/A
	N/A
	4rd/4 sites tested
	57

	September 17th, 2008
	27th/40 sites tested
	308
	35th/40 sites tested
	483

	July 9th, 2008
	N/A
	N/A
	3rd/4 sites tested
	50

	March 26th, 2008
	1st/40 sites tested
(tied with 25 other sites)
	<10
	38th/40 sites tested
	90

	January 9th, 2008
	N/A
	N/A
	4th/4 sites tested
	328

	September 20th, 2007
	35th/40 sites tested
	720
	32nd/40 sites tested
	550

	June 25th, 2007
	N/A
	N/A
	4th/4 sites tested
	635

	March 28th, 2007
	37th/40 sites tested
	179
	35th/40 sites tested
	113


                         
The Maryland state standards for Enterococci bacteria: 

	All Areas: 
	33

	Frequent Full Body Contact Recreation:
	61

	Moderately Frequent Full Body Contact Recreation:
	78

	Occasional Frequent Full Body Contact Recreation:
	107

	Infrequent Full Body Contact Recreation:
	151


                                           All numbers are counts per 100 milliliters
This is evidence of Sligo Creek’s poor water quality.

Specific Conductance:  
Friends of Sligo Creek monitors have monitored three sites at least biweekly for parameters including pH, temperature, and specific conductance.   Several outfalls, the Bennington Tributary in Silver Spring, the Brunett Avenue Tributary in Silver Spring, and the Brashear’s Run/Maple Avenue Tributary in Takoma Park, have recorded instances of specific conductance over 800 microsiemens.  The Bennington Tributary has consistently been found to have levels above 1000.  These were recorded in spring, summer, and fall, outside of time periods where high readings might be expected resulting from washed in road salt from snow storms.

Sligo Creek’s Wheaton Branch is downstream of large stormwater retention ponds built to control runoff from Wheaton.  Monitoring of this branch has found that it has reduced nitrate and conductivity levels compared to the main stem, but higher turbidity.  It also seems to store up road salt after snow storms leading to specific conductance readings well over 10,000 microsiemens. 

Macroinvertebrates in Sligo Creek:
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Locations of Friends of Sligo Creek Macroinvertebrate Monitoring Sites

Sligo Creek was sampled for macroinvertebrates at eight locations by members of Friends of Sligo Creek in March-April 2006 and seven locations in March-April 2008 for the Maryland Department of Natural Resources Stream Waders program.  The sites were all rated as poor by the Maryland DNR.  

In addition, Friends of Sligo Creek samples two sites year round, one in the upper part of the watershed as part of the Audubon Naturalist Society Water Quality Monitoring Program, the other in the downstream part as part of the Izaak Walton League Save Our Streams Program.  The results from these are consistent with the Stream Waders findings:  Sligo Creek has poor water quality at both locations.   

